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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 25, 1978

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT

FROM: FRANK MOORE‘Z.
TERRY STRAU

RE: PRESIDENTIAL DELEGATION TO THE PAPAL INVESTITURE

Mr. President, while memory still serves, we thought it
would be useful to recount several incidents of interest
that occured during the delegation trip to Rome. 1In no
particular order of importance I list the following:

1. As you might be aware there was some tension between
Zbig Brzenzinski and Speaker 0'Neill as to who was

actually leading the delegation. I only mention it because
the Speaker made it evidenced to several other members of
the delegation in a quiet way. Apparently he mentioned the
game to Frank yesterday in a conversation.

2. Virtually all members of the delegation, particularly
those with Polish and Italian backgrounds, were exception-
ally proud to have been appointed by you to the delegation
and very moved by the ceremonies in Rome. Most of these
men are deeply religious and the appointment to the
delegation had a very special meaning, particularly to Clem-
ent Zablocki, John LaFalce, Barbara Mikulski, and Joe Adda-
bbo. On repeated occasions they mentioned how honored

they were to have been appointed.

3. Clement Zablocki was particularly elated because in the
audience they had with the Pope the Pope recognized and called
Zablocki by name, apparently having met him a few years

ago on his visit to Milwaukee when Zablocki hosted a reception
"for him.

4. Several members of the delegation had a special treat
- in that large numbers of their constituents from cities in
their districts were in Rome for the investiture and they
were able to spend time with them as well as with the regular



delegation. ’This was particularly true of the New York members
(a large Buffalo delegation) and several of the Illinois
members had Chicago constituents in attendance.

5. Luci Johnson Nugent remarked that, as a converted

Catholic, this appointment meant more to her than any-

thing else you could possibly do for her. She was very honored
to have been a part of the delegation and mixed quite well
with the other members. She feels deeply indebted to you.

6. Both Tip and Zbig briefed the rest of the delegation on
the audience they had with the Pope and the exchange

~of letters. Members of the delegation were hungry for every
bit of detail the Speaker or Dr. Brzenzinski could recall
from that audience.

7. All members of the delegation were particularly moved
by the ceremony itself. All those present felt that they
were witnessing a very holy moment that was surely unique
in their lifetime. ‘ '

I have attached a copy of the Pope's remarks. As you know,

he delivered his remarks in 11 different languages, reaching
out all across the world and touching his congregation very
personally. All the members of the delegation feel this

Pope holds great promise not just for the church but as a
spiritual leader to all the world. He has already imprinted
the Holy See with his own very open and personal style. Par-
ticularly moving was his reception of each of the Cardinals
during the ceremony, stopping to talk with and embrace each
of them as they approached him.

Problems on the trip were few, the time was short and the
days were very full, so the delegates were kept moving

at a fairly rapid pace. They seemed to enjoy this as it
made them feel much more a part of the events surrounding
the Investiture. Several of us made a point to keep a par-
ticularly close eye on John Wojtyla, the Pope's cousin.

He did just fine -- seemed to enjoy himself totally.

On unrelated matters but from discussions that came up
during the trip with individual Members regarding the
recent Congressional session, to the person the feeling
was that your strong finish, particularly toward the end
of the session, considerably improved relationships with
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Pope John _Paui, II

Karol Wojtyla was born at Wadowice, Krakow
province, in 1920. He was a student at Krakow
University reading Polish language and literature
when Poland was invaded in 1939. Following the Nazi
closure of Poland's universities he became a chemical
worker, but in 1943 began attending a clandestine

_course in theology. He was ordained in 1946 and

spent the next two years ministering to Polish
emigre workers in Rome, France, and Belgium.

Father WojtYla returned to Poland in 1948 and
received a doctorate in theology from the University
of Rrakow in 1951. The same year he transferred

‘to the Catholic Unlver51ty of Lublin, where he was

appointed a professor in 1954. He became titular
bishop of Ombi in 1958 and suffragan bishop of

Krakow a month later. He took charge of the
archdiocese of Rrakow in June 1962, when the 1ncumbent
died, and acted in that capacity untll his_permanent
appointment two years later. .

~ Wojtyla came to the United States ih’1976-tp
attend the 41st International Eucharistic Congress;
he had visited this country previously in 1969.

"He has also traveled to Canada, and he has accompanied

Cardinal Wyszynski to Rome on many occasions.

Described as a "man of the people," Wojtyla
has enjoyed a. broad personal appeal, especially
among students and youth, the younger clergy, and
intellectuals. Relatively progressive in Church
affairs, he embodied the spirit of Vatican II in his
approach to social problems. Earlier in his career,
he remained aloof from the forefront of church-state
disputes, apparently preferring to co-exist within
reasonable limits with the system and regime rather
than presenting himself as a symbol of the struggle
against Communism as did the Primate of Poland,
Cardinal Wyszynski. In an effort to keep llnes
of communication open between the Polish regime and

- the Polish Church and the Vatican, Wojtyla took a

low-key approach to problems with the regime,

| preferring to seek a degree of mutual cooperation.

More recently, however, Wojtyla became identified with
a harder posture toward the Communist leadership.

This led to considerable guestioning whether the
regime would accept him as Wyszynski's successor,

for which on the merits he was the clear cut choice
among the Polish Church hierachy.



the Congress as well as with constituents in most of their
districts. I think it's fair to say that most Members who
are returning next year feel they're starting on even dround
this time and are more accustomed to your style and rela-
tionships with the Congress than in the recent past. The
White House receives high marks for its performance and
execution the last several months. It was clear their
feeling was your Presidency is on much stronger footing

as a result of the dramatic legislative successes you
engineered in the second session of this Congress.
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<::T\ ‘ Wojtyla's special popularity among young people
began when he was a young priest. During the depths
of the Stalin era, when any Catholic action among
youth required great courage, Wojtyla would often
take his pupils to the fields on the outskirts of
Krakow, and there, dressed in civilian clothes,
play ball with them. His methods of education and
training were rather unorthodox and based on modern

. principles of teaching. Through his understanding,

directness and high intelligence, he reportedly
managed to win over all the students, including
‘atheists who showed him not only respect but liking.

It was widely known that with all hls ‘Catholic
diligence, Wojtyla managed to bring realism and
respect into the most controversial discussions,

- combatting any signs of religious passion or intolerance.
In particular, he vigorously combatted all signs and
manifestations of anti-Semitism. In addition,
long before the change in the Vatican approach to
other denominations, Wojtyla sought to enter into
friendly relations with Krakow's Protestants. This
move was viewed with hostility by the older generation

of the clergy, especially in the Krakow area, and

by the majority of the Episcopate, who in any event

looked askance at hls openness to non-Catholics
generally.

Another illustration of Wojtyla's unpretentious
nature came when he received the news of his appointment
to the bishopric. It reached him while he was on
a canoe trip on the Vistula with a large group of
students, including several party members. At the
news of his appointment, the students gave him an
ovation. Wojtyla did not break off his cahoe trip
and showed up only the mext day to receive the
official news at the Archepiscopal Palace. This
further increased his popularity with Krakow students
and most of the faithful, but was received by many
older priests as a slight to the high honor that
was granted him.

As a bishop, Wojtyla continued to meet his
widé circle of acquaintances. He avoided all pomp,
and made trips to even the most remote parishes.
He soon found a common language with the younger
clergy, particularly in the countryside. But he
-offended many older priests by condemning their lack
—~ of tolerance and their tendancy to create conflicts
S with the local authorities over even the most
— insignificant subjects.
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Even as a Cardinal Wojtyla has remained modest
in his private life. Approachable and unassuming,
he is brilliantly intelligent and has an excellent
sense of humor. He has been given to walking alone
around Krakow. An American Consulate Officer, while
jogging through a Krakow park, recently came upon
the Cardinal kneeling by himself in prayer under a
tree. An excellent skier, Wojtyla is well known
in the mountain resort of 2zakopane.

. Another anecdote illustrative of Wojtyla's
character and style concerns his stay at a rest

- home for priests in Zakopane a few years ago. On

that occasion, Wojtyla's immediate neighbor happened
to be an elderly priest, who, not knowing the Cardinal,
took him for a young, sport-loving priest. He often
used Wojtyla for small personal errands and services,
asked him to fetch tea, and so on. Wojtyla fulfilled
all these requests without a murmur. Only later did
the elderly priest learn by accident that his young

: neighbor was in fact a Cardinal.

A respected writer, Wojtyla has written a book
titled "Love and Responsibility,” (which is supportive

" of Pope Paul VI's stand on birth control) and has
- contributed philosophical essays and several treatises

and articles on modern morals and ideologies to

" Polish religious periodicals.

Wojtyla participated in Vatican Council II and
has made numerous trips to Rome. BHe visited
Canada and the United States in 1969 at the invitation
of Church leaders, and attended a bishop's conference
in the US in 1976. He accompanied Cardinal Wyszynski
on his recent trip to West Germany. Wojtyla speaks
FPrench, German, English (self-taught), and Italian.



fHOWI Y OF EIg HOLINESS POPE JOHN DAUL II AT HE ﬂASS MARKING
",THE BEGIVNING OF HIS PASTORAL MIN:STRY: 22 OCTQBER 1978

L ae

jl}e_ nYou are the Chrlst, the Son of the llvzng God" (Ht 16 16)

- These words were spoken bv SLmon, son of Jonah, in the distslct
of Caesarea Philippi. Yes, he spoke them with his own tongue, with
a deeply lived and experienced conviction - but it is not in him that
they £ind their source, their origin: "... hecause.it was not flesh
ard tlocé that revealed this to you but my- Fathe* in heaven” (Kt 16 17)..‘
They were the wo*ds o: ”altn. ' e e :

1;hese words ‘mark the beglnnlaa of Peter's mlssion ln,the history
Qf "salvation, in the history of the People of God.- From that mcment,
frem that confession of Faith, the sacred history of salvation and of
tha Deoole of God was bound to take on a new dimension: to express

tself in the historical dimension of the Church. This ecclesial
_ imension of the history of the People of God takes its origin, in -
-‘act is born, from these words of Falth, and is linked to the man who

ttared them: "You are Peter - the‘rock - and on you, as on a rock,; .
will hulld my Church" : . : , S

'e}ZQ “on this day'and in this nlace these same‘words must again'be .
ered and listened to: . . , .

e o Thedircontent raveals  to. our eyes: the mystary
the aystery to which the. Som- kas brought us close. Nobody,
-.has Brought the living God:close to men and’ revealed him as
. did. Ia our'knowledge cf God, in our journey towards God,
. totally l.nkeﬂ to the- powe-'o‘ these words: "He who sees me
‘Father". 6K He who is infinite, inscrutable, ineffable, has come close
to us.in Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Sen of God born of the - V';f;;;;
Vircln Kary in the stable at Betnlehem. e N S L u~~f”*?'134*

All of you who are still seeking God,». S e Tl
All of you who already have the inestimabl e good for‘une to believe,;
And also you who are totnented by doubt._:f : : : ‘

'fpl-ese l*sten.once aga;n, today ln thls sacred olace, to the words

. uttered by Simon Peter. In those words is the faith of the Church.

- In those sanme words is the new truth, indeed, the ult;mate and definitive -
- truth about man: the son of the liv;ng God - "You are the Christ, the
FSCn,of the llving God" - . L
3. Tooay the.new Bishop oF Rome solennly begins his ministry and the
: mlss’on of Peter.. In this City, in fact, Peter‘comoleted and fulfllled -
. the n*ss;on =ntrusted to h.m by the Lord

"The Lord addreSSed h;n Wi h these words.

T e when you were ycung you out on your own belt and walked
where you liked; but when you grow old you will stretch out your
" hands ané somebody. else will put a belt round you and take you. wbere S
you would rather not go" (Jn 21: 18) : ‘ - , , _ _ : .

Peter came to Romel

what else but obedience 2o the mandate received from the Lord
guided him and brought him to this City, the heart of the Empire?
Perhaps the fisherman of Galilee &id not want to ccme here. Perhaps
he would have preferred to stay there, on the shores of the Lake of
- Genesareth, with his boat and his nets. But QUIded by the Lord
' oredient to his mandate, he cane here.




' Adﬁﬁfﬁtﬁg‘tv“an'31CTent“*radf*ron 6n1ven magxn :fzcen litemar y
cxn*ession in a novel by Eenryk slenxzewic~), during Nero's oersecutlor
Peter wantad to lsave Rome.  Eut the Lord intervensd: he went to meat
hir. ' Peter; 'spoke. to him and asked: "Quo.vadis, Demine?" - “"Where are

Yo go;ng, Lord?" - And the Lord answered him:at once: "I am going to
- Rome torbererdeificed again’® r:ﬁePeter'meﬁt back “D“Roneband stayed ----- ‘here. e
‘ unt;l his cruﬁmfiilon..;:. S - : o

., : . s D i

mit : ,..,f ) ' ' T o L

Yes, Brothers and Sons and Daurnters; Rome is the’ See of Detor '

Jown _he cen*u:-es new . Bisho*s cont.nuallyhsucoeeoed ‘Him in this See. i

Today a new Bishop comes to the Chair of Petar in Rome, a Bishop full f
of trepicdation, conscious of his dnworthlress. " And how could one not
tramble before the gr2atness of this call and beFore the unlversal mis-

szcn of th;s See.of Rame! ',.,,a,kf _ T el

[l

*o.the See of Peter'ln Roue there suoceeds today a B;snoo who is :;
not a ?onan.- A.Bishoo who. is a son of boland © But from this moment
he tdo becomes a .Roman. . Y¥es - a Roman. Ee is a Ronan also because
he is the son of a nation - whose history. from' its first dawning, aod.
-whose thousand-year-old tra c;t’ons are marked by a Jiv;ng ‘strong,
unbroken and deeply felt link with the See of ueter, 2 nation which

. hds ever remained faithful to thls See of Reme. Inscrutable is the
*deszgn o‘ Divine Provioerce.,' ' '

T . : ..
- - L.k L. .
e

. : I past centuties, when the Successor of Pete. took possession of
aihis See, the triregnum or tiara was placed on his head. - The last ‘
‘Pope-to be crowned was Paul VI in 1963, but after the solemn coronation
" ceremoay he never: used.the tiara again and left his Succ=ssors free to
;udec.de_in this regard. e e . .

enory is so‘wvivid in our hearts, dld not
‘does his Successor wish it today. - This®
vafco.emonj‘and an object considered-wronglv-"_\

c S €S- us, obllges us to ﬁa’e or the uo:o and _
rg;mne:se ourseives,-n HambTo and devout oedltdt .cn. on the myster: of
'_tbe auoreme oower of Chrlse hlnsel S e

R Ee.wno was doro of the Vlrgl“ ha*V, the caroent.r s SOn (as be
was thought to be), the Sonr. of the 11Vl", God (confessed by Pe er), ‘came
J'to ua&o us all a kingdom CL oriest we S

, .mhe Second Va_ican Counczl has *em-"ded us of the 1ys ry of _his
power ané of the fact that C?*zst’- mission as Priest,; Prophet-Teacher

- ané. aing continues in the Church. i~sveryore, the whole Peoole of God,
. shares in this ‘threefold m*ssxcn.wu Perhaps in the past the tiara, this
- +riple crown, ‘was placed on the Pope's head in order to express by tiaat
; synool the. Lord's "lan Fo* his Churcn, ‘namely that a;l‘the hierarchical

- order of Christs Church, &ll "sa acred power" exercised in the Church - -
is nothing other than se*v;ce, ‘service with a single purpose: to ensite

‘that all the People of God shares in’ this threefold mission of Christ -

. and always remains under the power of the Lord, a power that has its

‘source not in the powers. of .nls world “ut in th: nyseery of -tha Cross
ano.Resu:reCtlon. LA .w_ T . ‘

e ':-,..

The absolute,a“d vet swe andféehtle power of the Lord respords:™
to the whole. denths of the Lma“ person, to his loftiest asbirations
‘of intellect, will and hear:. I+ does not speak the lengu=ge of for
sut expresses 1tsel;:.:'f cna:::v and truth.

_ the ‘new Successcr ef Peter in the See of Reme today makes a fervant, .-
. humble and trnsolng srayer: _Christ, make me beccﬁe and remain the ser-

- wa2nt of your unicue. powe*.. he sérvant of your swest power, the servant

of your power that knows no. =ventide. Make me ke a serv,dt.; Ince
'~tne servant of your servants. . o oy R

5. Brothers and Sisters; 4o not be afraid to welcome Christ and accept
tiis Dower.. Eelp the Pope and z2ll those who wish to serve Christ and
with ist’ s pawer to ssrve the human person and the whole of mankind.

De zoo'be afraid. Ogen W’d the doors for Christ. To his saving bpowar
cpen the boundaries of States; economic and “Olltlcul systems, the vast
fieids of culture, civili zation and development. Do not be afraid.
- Christ knows "what is iz man”. . He alone knows it




'So ortenitoday““;n‘QCes‘qo. k“cwiwhat'ls'w1;h1n &ln, in ‘the. d pths
o?Lhi' mind and. heart.,ﬂso orten e is uncertalp ahout the.ﬁeanlng of .-
his lire~on thlS ear Ee is assailed by'doubt;‘a doubt which turns ¢

tmto desgglr;lr* &rask §ou th%ref*rsv«we-beg yourwith humility andstrwst, 5
'.f’et Chr&st spe to 1an.lﬂf alone s:words -of life, ves, °f eternal R
; l . . A _ e e

E-a

Brec;selv today the wbo1e Church is cel bratlng'Mbrhd MissioniDay“;
that is, she is praying, meditating and acting in order that Christ's
words of life may reach all geople and be- received by then as a uessage
£ hope, salv tior aad tota1 llet’tiOn.= :

,'GQH I thank all of you tern oresett who have w1sn=d to oartlcipa.e in
this so’emn lnauguratlon o* tHe ni ;strv of the nev cuccessor of Peter

: B ¥ heart;ly thank the k=ads»of' tate, t“e Reoresentatives of t
- Authorities, and the Gove. eat.De‘ tlons for so honouring me Wlth
. their presence. | s e T T

':"Thank vou, Eminent Cardi aiseof“the‘Holy_Roﬂan,Church.
;I th.nk you, mj beloved -rothers7in'the,EpiSoopatefn

: ‘-1lcr.ms.from=Poland,

: jour marnizlcent Prlmat=~at your head, Pr*ests,

st 7's .no Bro hers of tne =ogls~ Qe’rgious Con aregatlons = to you,
; : ’ Ver the wo*la* : g

shallgI,say iho kave: cone rron @y’ Cracow, from the .
ofbée of Salnt apislaus o‘.whcn I was the unworthy successor for four-'
. teen years? Uhat shall- I’say7 " Tverything that I could say would fade. .

into lnSLgnlfﬁcanct compared with what & 1y ueart feels, ani you. hearts
ﬁfeer,,_t thls ﬂoment . :

So Tet us ve. as;ae;words.~, Let. there remaln Just great silence‘“'
L -o**~sod the silence that becomes prayer. . I'ask you: be with me! -
”TLAt ‘sasna- Gora and eve*ywhtre.,- ‘Do not. cease to be with the Pope who .
days prays with the’ words of ‘the noet: ““ot er of God, you- who defen
sht Czestochowa and sblne at Ostrobrana" ‘ And these sane words
oress to you- at tnls part cu;ardaonent ‘

3. ”hat was an apoeal aud a call to ora* fﬂr *he new. Pope, an apoear -
expressed in the. Polish language. I make tbe same appeal to all the sons.
S and aughte.s o tne athol;- CH cb. .Remember ma today and alw=vs ln

- your o jers. C T

I onen mv heart to all my Srothers or tre Chrlstlan.Churcnes ano
ttrunltles, and,I greet ir paxt -cu’ar you who are here ﬂresent,_ia.- o
ant ;czuat:or of our coming : ersohal meeting: but for the moment I ex*ress

vou ;i sincere apnr=c1at cn. Sor 7our haquc wished to attend this -
o amn ceremony.- - L R o o .

» «1 IJ () '

. and I also appeal to alli men - to every man (and w1th wha+ veﬂera-
‘tion the a;ostle orf Chrﬂs. 3t utfer this Jorﬁ _man':)_ '

- pray fer me:?; : e .
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